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BRIAN CAPPS

Brian Capps got bitten by the country music bug early on. When he was five, his parents took him to a Johnny Cash concert at the Shrine Mosque in Springfield, Missouri. “I can’t remember one thing about the concert except that when he was getting ready to come on, the lights went out, except this one spotlight, and he looked huge,” Capps recalls. “He looked 20 feet tall.” The image left such an impression that the boy talked his mom into making him a long, black coat, just like the one Cash wore on stage.

Capps is now releasing his debut album as a solo artist, Walk Through Walls, on HighTone Records. It’s a gripping set of honky-tonk country and rockabilly-tinged tunes. Seven are Capps originals showcasing a songwriting genius that ranges from the ghostly imagery of the title track to the heartfelt religiosity of the closing “God Knows Why.” Capps also applies his elastic low-tenor pipes to Rodney Crowell’s “Standing on a Rock” and to two Merle Travis numbers, “The Devil to Pay” and “Dark As a Dungeon,” that Cash had recorded. Walk Through Walls was produced by Springfield-based bassist Lou Whitney, whose legendary band the Morells — featuring the awesome guitar work of D. Clinton Thompson — not only supplies rock-solid support on the disc but also backs Capps at his live performances.   

Capps, who alternates between picking rhythm guitar and slapping upright bass, was born and raised 50 miles from Springfield in Lebanon, Missouri. “Where we’re from,” he explains, “it’s just two syllables: Leb-non.” He cut his professional musical teeth in a local rockabilly band called the Cadillac Crusaders and in 1993 hooked up with Springfield guitarist Stevie Newman to form the Domino Kings. Capps shared lead vocals and songwriting duties on the widely acclaimed group’s first two CDs — 1999’s Lonesome Highway and the following year’s Life & 20, both produced by Whitney — before departing the Domino Kings in 2001.

In a profile of Capps for Playback St. Louis, Kevin Renick called him “a charismatic chap with a fresh, appealing vocal style and a dash of down-home modesty; he seems at times to be some unlikely blend of Elvis Presley, Buddy Holly, and James Dean, with a dash of early Johnny Cash.”

Lou Whitney offers similar praise: “He lives and breaths the Johnny Cash-, Buck Owens-, Hank Williams-type stuff. He was just probably born a little bit too late. He’s the real thing.” 
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